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Since the beginning of the 20th century British industry has changed, and meny of
the Industrial problems of Britain today have arisen because of this change,

In the past, the traditional British exports were coal, ships, machinery and
textiles, especially cotton and wool. The mining, ship-building, engineering and

* téxtile-producing districts of the north of England, South Wales and Clydeside and
- Scotland used to have the worst working and living conditions in the country,
.However, two things have happened since 1945, The first Is that wages and

working conditions have improved greatly in the traditional induistries. The second,

. however, 15 that the demand for workers in these Industries has decreased. Many
. tiien froin the old mining communities In Durham and elsewhere have had to learn -

tew skills, and they and their farilies have had to move to other parts of the

.country, Mahy sthall towns and villages have been deserted and their traditional

way of life has died. Furthermore, automation and mechankation have led to a
lower demarid for labour, and again men have become redundant and have been
forced to move to new jobs and new surroundings, ooy i

The pewer manufacturing industries — machine tools, motor ve.hlcles.' ;tiectxical :
goods, ofl and its by-products, chemicals, plastics and so on—have tended to -

grow up in the Midlands and the south-east of England. Today over a quarter

of the population of Britan lives in the London area. At times people have spoken

of "Two Nations’ ~the prosperots south and the depressed north. This is an over.

‘simplification, but the Governinent has had to establish regional development

areas In the porth and west. These areas (see the map on p. 61) are entitled to
receive grants and assistance of various kinds. For instance, firms bullding new

premises In the development areas are entitled to special rates of interest on

Investment loens as an ncentive.




